of Russia, given the Triple Entente. You agree so far?"
" Yes."
" Good. Hence the necessity of getting back at Turkey. You will admit that it is difficult not to feel that Berlin and Vienna are behind Ferdinand of Bulgaria's bid for glory ? That fellow has a backing."
" Certainly."
" The declaration of Bulgarian independence, by itself, would not mean very much - a humiliation for the Young Turks, rather than any real damage to them. But it serves as a pretext for Austria-Hungary to annex Bosnia-Herzegovina. The thing was foreshadowed several days ago. There was that letter of Francis Joseph's last week. As a matter of fact, in this morning's paper - wait a minute, on the third page ~ from Vienna------ Here we are : e Feelings of anxiety,' etc. etc. *. . . have not been allayed by the general conviction that very shortly - possibly tomorrow - Austria-Hungary will proclaim, more or less directly, the annexation of Bosnia-Herzegovina/ "
" There again, isn't that merely the registration of an existing state of affairs ? "
" Yes, but with quite different consequences. It means Austria definitely established on the Adriatic, and confiscating, without hope of return, an enormous area of Southern Slav territory. For Serbia it means the certainty that these people, whom she regards as her brothers by race - as Serbs themselves - are lost to her for ever. For Russia, protector of Serbia, and of the Southern Slavs in general, it means a defeat for her influence, For the Triple Entente it means the small advantage they gained from the Young Turk revolution offset, and more than offset, by a severe rap on the knuckles."
"And so------?"
" And so ... you were right to be anxious this morning."
They had nothing more to say for the moment. Sam-peyre had found pleasure in what he had said. He had